
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

The information in this journal is being provided to make the veteran community aware of some current 

events, activities and veteran’s issues that are of mutual concern.  From time to time, we will include some 

relevant information important enough to be repeated to insure that veterans and their families are aware of 

the full range of benefits and entitlements available to them.  

 

 

 
 

Some beach somewhere… 

There’s a big umbrella 

casting shade over  

an empty chair. 

Palm trees are growing,  

warm breeze is blowing. 

I picture myself right 

there, on some beach 

somewhere… 

 

 

“VA Removes Annual Income 

Reporting Requirement” 

Eliminates Burden on Veterans, 

Improves Customer Service 
 
WASHINGTON (March 24, 2014) –  
The Department of Veterans Affairs 
(VA) is eliminating the annual 
requirement for most Veterans 
enrolled in VA’s health care system 
to report income information which 
began in March of 2014.  Instead, 
VA will automatically match income 
information obtained from the 
Internal Revenue Service and 
Social Security Administration. 
 
“Eliminating the requirement for 
annual income reporting makes our 
health care benefits easier for 
Veterans to obtain,” said Secretary 
of Veterans Affairs Eric K. Shinseki.  
“This change will reduce the burden 
on Veterans, improve customer 
service and make it much easier for 
Veterans to keep their health care 
eligibility up-to-date.” 
 
Some Veterans applying for 
reenrollment for the first time are 
still required to submit income 
information.  There is no change in 
VA’s long-standing policy to provide 
no-cost care to indigent Veterans, 

Veterans with catastrophic medical 
conditions, Veterans with a 
disability rating of 50 percent or 
higher, or for conditions that are 
officially rated as “service 
connected.” 
 
VA encourages Veterans to 
continue to use the health benefits 
renewal form to report changes in 
their personal information, such as 
address, phone numbers, 
dependents, next of kin, and 
income and health insurance. 
 
For more information, visit 
www.gove/healthbenefits/cost or 
call VA toll-free at 1-877-22-VETS 
(8387). 

 

 

Difficulties in your life 

Don’t come to destroy you, 

But help you realize 

Your hidden potential. 
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“VA Announces Rollout of 

Secure Veteran Health 

Identification Cards” 

 

 
 

WASHINGTON (February 20, 
2014) – The Department of 
Veterans Affairs (VA)  announced 
the phased roll out of newly 
designed, more secure Veteran 
Health Identification Cards.  The 
new cards are distinguished by 
additional security features and will 
have a different look and feel. 
 
In addition to being more secure, 
the card has been transformed into 
a Veteran Health Identification Card 
(VHIC).  Similar to a typical health 
insurance card, the VHIC displays 
the Veteran’s Member ID, a new 
unique identifier, as well as a Plan 
ID, reflecting the Veteran’s 
enrollment in VA health care. 
 
The VHIC is personalized to display 
the emblem of the Veteran’s branch 
of service.  It also provides features 
that make it easier to use, such as 
the addition of “VA” in Braille to 
help visually impaired Veterans, 
and the printing of VA phone 
numbers and emergency care 
instructions on the cards. 
 
Enrolled Veterans can get more 
information about the VHIC by 
visiting their VA medical facility 
enrollment coordinator or the 
website 
www.va.gov/healthbenefits/vhic, 
calling 1-877-222-VETS (8387) or 
visiting their local VA health care 
facility. Veterans who are not 
enrolled in the VA health care 
system can apply for enrollment at 
any time by visiting 
www.va.gov/healthbenefits/enroll, 
Calling 1-877-222-VETS (8387) or 
visiting their local VA health care 
facility. 

“Veterans could have Social 

Security disability benefits 

expedited” 

 
WASHINGTON (February 19, 
2014) –  Veterans with a 
Department of Veterans Affairs 
disability compensation rating of 
100 percent Permanent and Total 
will soon have their applications for 
Social Security disability benefits 
processed faster, the Social 
Security Administration announced.  
Veterans must inform social 
security that they have a 1000 
percent Permanent and Total 
disability compensation rating and 
show proof of their disability rating 
with their VA Notification Letter in 
order to receive the expedited 
service. 
 
Having the rating does not 
guarantee that a veteran’s 
application for Social Security 
benefits will be approved; it only 
ensures that the processing of their 
claim will be expedited.  And 
veterans must also meet strict 
Social Security eligibility 
requirements to receive a disability 
allowance, according to Social 
Security. 
 

“New Website 

www.va.gov/data” 
 
VETERANSGRAPVINE (March-
April, 2014) – In DEC, as a part of 
the government-wide Open Data 
Policy, VA launched its open data 
webpage www.va.gov/data. 
 
The page aims to introduce the user 
to VA’s open data, convey a clear 
and simple understanding of what 
open data is, and highlight a few of 
the most valuable open data sets:  
VA Facilities Locations, Homeless 
Resources, and Family Caregiver 
Services.  In addition to offering the 
VA data sets, the new page directs 
users to http://www.data.gov, where 
they can explore 171 open data 
sets. 
 
Over the next few months, VA’s 
open data team will create a fully 
functional data catalog that can be 
accessible and useable by the 
public, and by VA and other federal 
employees.  Like other federal 

agencies, VA collects and creates 
data related to the needs of 
Veterans and the work of the 
department.  Some of it is already 
available online but can be hard to 
find, understand, and use. 
 
In keeping with the Open Data 
Initiatives that this administration 
has launched over the past few 
years, VA has been making more of 
its data open and available to the 
public.   After all, the work of the 
federal government is paid for by 
taxpayers and when possible, data 
that is public should be accessible 
and usable by all of us.  Already, 
VA has been working with partners 
like the Feast to use open data to 
create products of value for 
Veterans and their families.   
 
In the coming months, VA’s open 
data team will scale up efforts to 
create valuable and informative 
products by convening designers, 
developers, and entrepreneurs to 
use open data in new ways.  VA’s 
team is looking to the public for 
feedback and prioritization of future 
data releases.  You tell them how 
they can improve and what data 
sets would be valuable to you. 
 

“All States Now Allow ID Cards 

to Eligible Military Spouses” 

 
AMERICAN FORCES PRESS 
SERVICES (2014) –  All eligible 
service members, dependents, and 
retirees – including same-sex 
couples – are now able to obtain 
Defense Department identification 
cards in every state, Defense 
Secretary Chuck Hagel announced. 
 
Hagel called on the chief of the 
National Guard Bureau to work with 
the adjutants general of several 
states to fully implement Defense 
Department policy by providing 
DOD ID cards to all eligible military 
spouses, regardless of sexual 
orientation. 
 
“All military spouses and families 
sacrifice on behalf of our country,” 
Hagel said.  “They deserve our 
respect and the benefits they are 
entitled to under the law.” 
 
The entire Defense Department is 
committed to pursuing equal  

http://www.va.gov/healthbenefits/vhic
http://www.va.gov/healthbenefits/enroll
http://www.va.gov/data
http://www.data.gov/
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“All State Now Allow ID Cards 

to Eligible Military Spouses” 

 (Continued from Page 2) 
 
opportunities for all who serve the 
nation, the secretary said.  “I will 
continue to work to ensure our men 
and women in uniform, as well as 
their families, have full and equal 
access to the benefits they 
deserve,” he added. 

 
Reflections 

 
Photographer Tom Hussey 

 
 

“Thoughts of An Old Soldier” 

 

As my next heart beat grows further 

from my first and closer to my last. 

I look back into the years and to those 

friends left in my past. 

 

Old soldiers whose years now pass.  Each 

day our faces wrinkle our hand callous 

our hair turns a shade of gray. 

 

Our dearest friends grow old no more 

Their hair will never gray 

They age no more 

Not an hour nor a day. 

 

They feel no pain since the day they fell. 

Their brows will never crease 

with worry or some horrid pain. 

Our memories of them will never cease, 

a promise made years ago 

as we stood in the rain. 

 

I visited my friends and yes I stood tall 

But no matter how much I tried 

I broke and cried 

As I new those name upon the Wall. 

 
SFC Thomas E. Ward USAR RET 66-67 

 

“Honor Flight NOW To 

Disband in 2014” 
 

David J. Coehrs, Enterprise Staff 
Writer (March 17, 2014) -  Six years 
after its first flight from the Grand 
Aire hangar at Toledo Express 
Airport, Honor Flight of Northwest 
Ohio will call it quits after a final trip 
to Washington, D.C., in September.  
It will be an emotional journey for 
both the veterans on board and the 
organization’s board of directors 
and volunteers, who have amassed 
hundreds of hours to honor the 
soldiers. 
 
It is fitting end for Honor Flight 
NOW.  Before the non-profit 
organization is through it will have 
transported approximately 2,000 
World War II, Korean War, and 
Vietnam War veterans from 
Northwest Ohio and Southern 
Michigan on 36 Flights to the 
nation’s capital to visit memorial 
raised in their honor. 
 
The final four flights will take place 
April 30, May 21, June 18, and 
Sept. 24, carrying a total of 300 
veterans.  The first two flights are 
filled, but the last two still have 
room. 

 

’Chief’ Anderson: Legendary 

Tuskegee Pilot Honored with 

Stamp~ 
 

Kristin E. Holmes,  Philadelphia 
Inquirer (February 24, 2014) -  Long 
after he piloted a plane that 
transported first lady Eleanor 
Roosevelt to the skies above the 
Tuskegee Institute, C. Alfred “Chief” 
Anderson sometimes sidestepped 
the limelight. 
 
The aviator, born in Bridgeport, Pa., 
taught hundreds of Tuskegee 
Airmen to fly, and he sat 
appreciatively through the frequent 
award ceremonies but at times 
grew weary.  Known as the “Father 
of Black Aviation”, He was the man 
the Tuskegee Airmen dubbed their 
“Chief,” a leader whose skills and 
amiable teaching demeanor helped 
provide the tools for a group of 
trailblazing military men to go to 
war. 
 

The stamp honoring Anderson, by 
artist and illustrator sterling 
Hundley, was presented March 13 
at a dedication ceremony at Bryn 
Mawr College.  
 
He was the first African American to 
earn a commercial pilot’s license, in 
1932.  He joined Albert Forsythe to 
become the first African Americans 
to make a transcontinental flight, 
flying from Atlantic City to Los 
Angeles in 1933.   
Seven years later, Anderson landed 
at Alabama’s Tuskegee University 
as chief instructor for the 
government’s Civilian Pilot Training 
Program. The school later became 
the training headquarters for the 
World War II African American 
pilots who became known as the 
Tuskegee Airmen. For more 
information on Chief Anderson go 
to www.chiefanderson.com. 
 

    
 

 

 

 
“President Barack Obama awarded Medal of 

Honor Medals to 24 Army Veterans for 

conspicuous gallantry, correcting what was 

in some cases decades of discrimination.  

These veterans were honored for their valor 

during major combat operation in World 

War II, the Korean War, and the Vietnam 

War. They were honored on March 18, 

2014 at the White House. Among the 

recipients were 19 Hispanic, Jewish, and 

African-American veterans overlooked 

previously because of their racial or ethnic 

backgrounds.  Each had previously been 

recognized with the Distinguished Service 

Cross, the nation’s second highest military 

award; that award was upgraded to the 

Medal of Honor in recognition of their 

gallantry, intrepidity, and heroism above 

and beyond the call of duty.” 

 

 

 
 

http://www.chiefanderson.com/
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“Patriotic Movies” 

 
1. Forrest Gump 

2. Glory 

3. The Patriot 

4. Saving Private Ryan 

5. Act of Valor 

6. Mr. Smith Goes to Washington 

7. United 93 

8. Top Gun 

9. Independence Day 

10. Born on Fourth of July 

 

 
“Summer Safety” 

 
“Oh, summer what power you have to 

make us suffer and like it.” 

 – Russel Baker 

 
Extremely hot weather can cause 
sickness or even death: 
 
Stay Cool.  Stay in air-conditioned 
buildings as much as possible and 
avoid direct sunlight. 
 
Stay Hydrated. Drink plenty of 
water and don’t wait until you’re 
thirsty to drink. 
 
Stay Informed.  Stay updated on 
local weather forecasts so you can 
plan activities safely when it’s hot 
outside. 
 
Know When It Is Hot! 
Check local news for extreme heat 
alerts and safety tips. 

 
Military Times listed the Fisher College of Business No. 

2 in its “Best for Vets:  Business School” 2014 rankings, 

while the Pat Tillman Foundation selected Ohio State 

as a University Partner in its Tillman Military Scholars 

program.  The Tillman program provides educational 

scholarships for veterans, active-duty service members, 

and their spouses. 

 
“We hold these truths to be self-

evident, that all men are created 

equal, that they are endowed by their 

Creator with certain unalienable 

Rights, that among these are Life, 

Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness. 

~ The Declaration of Independence 

July 4, 1776 

 

Upcoming Events…. 
Summer: 

May 13 - June 15, 2014 -  Arlington 
National Cemetery 150

th
 

Anniversary.  For more information: 
http://www.arlingtoncemetery.mil/ev
ents/ANC150.aspx 
June 1, 2014 -  3095 plus Freedom 
Ride (Rain Date June 2) at the 
Days Inn & Suites Richfield,  4742 
Brecksville Rd, Richfield, Ohio.    
For more information go to 
http://www.3095ride.com/ 
June 1, 2014 -  Purple Heart 
Memorial Dedication at 4:00 p.m. at 
the Ohio Veterans’ Memorial Park 
in Clinton, Ohio.  For more 
information go to 
http://www.ovmp.org. 
June 7, 2014 -   The 7

th
 Annual 

SFC Daniel B. Crabtree Memorial 
5K at the Creekside Plaza 133 Mill 
Street, Gahanna, Ohio.   
Registration at 2:00 p.m. - 5K 
Run/Walk 3:00 p.m.  All proceeds 
go to the Special Operation Warrior 
Foundation at www.specialops.org. 
For more information on the 5K go 
to 
http://www.crabtreememorialrun.org
.  
June 10, 2014 -  NCOA Career 
Expo – Wright Patterson AFB.  
Military Job Fair starting at 10:00 
a.m. at the Hope Hotel & 
Conference Center, Bldg. 823 Area 
A, Fairborn, Ohio. From 11:00 a.m. 
to 3:00 p.m. For more information 
on the job fair go to 
http://www.ncoacareerexpos.org. 
June 19, 2014 -  Military Job Fair.   
Starting at 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
for a Manufacturing industry-
specific job fair at the Sharonville 
Convention Center, Rooms 109-
111, 11355 Chester Road, 
Cincinnati, OH.  For more 

information on the job fair go to 
http://hiringourheroes.org/cincinnati. 
June 28 & 29, 2013 - Dayton Air 
Show 2014 at the Dayton 
International Airport, Ohio. For 
more information go to 
http://www.daytonairshow.com/ 
June 28 - July 2, 2014 -  National 
Veterans Golden Age Games at 
Fayetteville, AR.  For more 
information go to 
http://www.va.gov/adaptivesports. 
July 3, 2014 -  Red, White, & 
Boom.   Near the Veterans 
Memorial. 
July 4, 2014 -  Independence Day 
Fireworks.   For more information 
for locations and times go to 
http://fireworksinohio.com/by-
county/franklin. 
July 18, 2014 -  1

st
 Annual USO 

Golf Outing at Wright-Patterson 
AFB at the Prairie Trace Golf 
Course. 8:00 a.m. Breakfast and 
Registration, 9:00 a.m. Shotgun 
Start, 2:00 p.m.  Lunch and Award 
Ceremony.  For more information 
go to http://www. 
teamuso.org/faf/home/default.asp?i
event=1100905. 
July 19, 2014 -  The 3

rd
 Annual 

Military Appreciation Day at The 
Ohio Historical Society and the 
Ohio Village. From 10:00 a.m.  to 
5:00 p.m. at 800 East 17

th
 Avenue 

in Columbus, Ohio.  All active 
military members and their families 
are admitted free through the Blue 
Star program.  Veterans receive 
half-off admission. 
July 23 – August 3, 2014 -  Ohio 
State Fair. For more information on 
events at the fair go to 
http://www.ohiostatefair.com. 
July 24, 2014 -  Columbus Veteran 
Job Fair.   From 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 
p.m. For more information go to 
https://events.recruitmilitary.com/ev
ents/columbus-veteran-job-fair-july-
24-2014. 
July 28, 2014 -  TPC River’s Bend 
Birdies for the Brave Charity Event 
in Maineville, Ohio.  For more 
information on the charity event go 
to 
http://www.navysealfoundation.org/
events/. 
August 12 - 17, 2014 -  National 
Veterans Wheelchair Games at 
Philadelphia, PA.  For more 
information go to 
http://www.va.gov/adaptivesports. 
 

http://www.arlingtoncemetery.mil/events/ANC150.aspx
http://www.arlingtoncemetery.mil/events/ANC150.aspx
http://www.3095ride.com/
http://www.ovmp.org/
http://www.crabtreememorialrun.org/
http://www.crabtreememorialrun.org/
http://www.ncoacareerexpos.org/
http://hiringourheroes.org/cincinnati
http://www.daytonairshow.com/
http://www.ohiostatefair.com/
https://events.recruitmilitary.com/events/columbus-veteran-job-fair-july-24-2014
https://events.recruitmilitary.com/events/columbus-veteran-job-fair-july-24-2014
https://events.recruitmilitary.com/events/columbus-veteran-job-fair-july-24-2014
http://www.navysealfoundation.org/events/
http://www.navysealfoundation.org/events/
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“Other News” 

 
~  Tuskegee Airmen are Landing 

in Driving Park – Summer of 

2014.  The Tuskegee Airmen 
Education Center (TAEC) Program 
is launching Driving Park Project 
Hope.  This is a series of fun and 
educational workshops for kids.  
The summer camp will expand to 
an after-school program in 
September 2014.  For more 
information on the program go to 
http://www.neighborhoodlink.Driving
_Park_Civic/pages/516496. 
~  The American Legion 

celebrated 95 years on March 15, 

2014.  President Theodore 
Roosevelt and other members of 
the American Expeditionary Force 
convened the first American Legion 
Caucus on March 15, 1919, in 
Paris. 
~ Cincinnati Reds.  Convergys 
Corporation and the Cincinnati 
Reds have partnered to provide 
free and discounted tickets to 
military personnel.  These tickets 
are for Cincinnati Reds home 
games.  A total of 6 tickets may be 
purchased per game with each 
military ID.  Tickets must be 
acquired/purchased the day of the 
game. 
~  The Joey Votto Military Family 

Stress Disorders Program at the 

University of Cincinnati.  
Cincinnati Reds first baseman Joey 
Votto created the Joey Votto 
Foundation, a nonprofit 501(c)(3) 
organization to provide evidence-
based treatment for U.S. service 
members, veterans, and military 
families dealing with posttraumatic 
stress disorder (PTSD).  For more 
news go to 
http://www.vottofoundation.org.   

 
 

“Summer graSSeS all 

that remains of 

Soldier’S dreamS”  

~ Unknown 

 
 

 
“Freedom has its life in the hearts, the 

actions, the spirit of men and so it must 

be daily earned and refreshed – else like a 

flower cut from its life-giving roots, it 

will wither and die.”  ~  Dwight D. 

Eisenhower 

 

Useful Resources… 

 
Summer Camp Information: 
 

1) Military Children Camps 
http://www.operationwearehere.c
om/MilitaryChildrenCamps.html 

2) Camp Programs for CURRENT 
Guard, Reserve, or Active Duty 
Branch Members Only 
http://www.ong.ohio.gov/frg/FRG
_youthprograms.html 

3) Camp Corral for children of 
wounded, disabled or fallen 
military service members 
http://www.campcorral.org/ 

4) 2014 Summer Camps/ Activities 
will engage minds and muscles. 
http://www.dispatch.com//conten
t/stories/life_and_entertainment/
2014/03/10/activities-will-
engage-minds-and-muscles.html 

5) 2014 Columbus Parent Summer 
Camp Guide 
http://www.columbusparent.com/
content/sections/guides/index.ht
ml 

6) CAP4Kids Columbus, OH – 
General Programs & Camps. 
http://cap4kids.org/columbus/par
ent-handouts/after-school-
camps/general-programs-and-
camps/?doing_wp_cron=139721
7139.6134099960327148437500 
 

 
“Let every nation know, 

whether it wishes us well or ill, 

we shall pay any price, bear any 

burden, meet any hardship, 

support any friend, oppose any 

foe, to assure the survival and 

success of liberty .” 

~ John F. Kennedy  

 

 
June 2014 

~   6th – D-Day (Battle of 

Normandy) 

~   14th – Flag Day & US 

Army 239th Birthday (1775)  

~ 15th – Father’s Day 

~   21st – First Day of Summer 

~  23rd – U.S. Coast Guard 

Auxiliary Birthday (75 years) 

~   27th – PTSD Awareness 

Day 

~   28th – Operation Red 

Wings Observance 

 
July 2014 

~  4th – Independence Day 

~  21st – Department of Veterans 

Administration Created 

~  22nd – Hammock Day 

~  27th – Parents’ Day 

~  29th – Anniversary of the Army 

Chaplain Corps 

 
August 2014 

~ 4th – U.S. Coast Guard 

Birthday(1790 called Revenue Cutter Service, 

1915, Officially called the U.S. Coast Guard) 

& National Navajo Code Talkers Day 

~ 14th/15th – V-J Day (Japan 

Surrenders/Surrender Announced to the World) 

 

 

http://www.neighborhoodlink.driving_park_civic/pages/516496
http://www.neighborhoodlink.driving_park_civic/pages/516496
http://www.operationwearehere.com/MilitaryChildrenCamps.html
http://www.operationwearehere.com/MilitaryChildrenCamps.html
http://www.ong.ohio.gov/frg/FRG_youthprograms.html
http://www.ong.ohio.gov/frg/FRG_youthprograms.html
http://www.campcorral.org/
http://www.dispatch.com/content/stories/life_and_entertainment/2014/03/10/activities-will-engage-minds-and-muscles.html
http://www.dispatch.com/content/stories/life_and_entertainment/2014/03/10/activities-will-engage-minds-and-muscles.html
http://www.dispatch.com/content/stories/life_and_entertainment/2014/03/10/activities-will-engage-minds-and-muscles.html
http://www.dispatch.com/content/stories/life_and_entertainment/2014/03/10/activities-will-engage-minds-and-muscles.html
http://www.columbusparent.com/content/sections/guides/index.html
http://www.columbusparent.com/content/sections/guides/index.html
http://www.columbusparent.com/content/sections/guides/index.html
http://cap4kids.org/columbus/parent-handouts/after-school-camps/general-programs-and-camps/?doing_wp_cron=1397217139.6134099960327148437500
http://cap4kids.org/columbus/parent-handouts/after-school-camps/general-programs-and-camps/?doing_wp_cron=1397217139.6134099960327148437500
http://cap4kids.org/columbus/parent-handouts/after-school-camps/general-programs-and-camps/?doing_wp_cron=1397217139.6134099960327148437500
http://cap4kids.org/columbus/parent-handouts/after-school-camps/general-programs-and-camps/?doing_wp_cron=1397217139.6134099960327148437500
http://cap4kids.org/columbus/parent-handouts/after-school-camps/general-programs-and-camps/?doing_wp_cron=1397217139.6134099960327148437500
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(Continued from Page 5) 

 

~  16th – National Airborne 

Day/74 years (1940) 

~   19th – Aviation Day 

~ 21st – Senior Citizen’s Day 

~  29th – Marine Corps Reserve 

Birthday(1916)  

 
 

~ In Memory~ 

 

 

 
~ Washington D.C., March 3, 2014 - 

Lee~Kurt Chew-Een, Maj. (Ret.), a 

Korean War hero who was the first Asian 

American to be commissioned as a regular 

U.S. Marine Corps officer.  

 
 

 

~ South Philadelphia, March 8, 2014 – 

William “Wild Bill” Guarnere, SSgt.,  one 

of the original “Band of Brothers” who was 

with Easy Company and only one of two 

who received a silver star from Easy 

Company.    

 
 

 

~ Roanoke, VA, March 29, 2014 – William 

Bruce “Bill” Overstreet, Jr.,  Former fighter 

pilot, famous for flying his P-51C ‘Berlin 

Express’ beneath the arches of the Eiffel 

Tower in Nazi-occupied Paris in 1944, while 

chasing a German aircraft during the war.    

 

 
 

~ Clawson, Michigan, April 2, 2014 – John 

Thomas Heller,  a WWII Navy veteran who 

survived one of the deadliest disasters in U.S. 

Navy history, treading shark-infested ocean 

for five days without food or water after the 

USS Indianapolis was torpedoed and sank in 

1945. He was the youngest crew member at 

the age of 17.     

     
 

 

 
 

 
“The Fourth of July” 

By Ian Shields 

 
I look to the ocean, I look to the Sky 

What do I see, on the fourth of July  

 

One flash of blue, One flash of Red 

To honor survivors, along with the dead 

 

They do what they can, and did what they could 

All of their deeds, we honor and should 

 

The strength of their arms, the power of their fists  

Reflected in new ways, in happiness, and bliss  

 

My smile, my laugh, In more ways than one 

Is how I repay those whose lives are done 

 

It ends not here, on this day of July  

We’ll Honor forever, but forever we’ll cry  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
         

 
 

Confidential Help for Veterans and their 

Families 

 
 

Get the Help You’ve Earned 

Confidential support is available 24 hours a day, 7 days 

a week, 365 days a year through the Veterans Crisis 

Line (1-800-273-8255 and Press 1) and online chat , 

and text (838255). You can also access resources and 

information anytime. 

~  Learn to recognize the signs of crisis. 

~  Take a self-check quiz to see if you might benefit 

from services. 

~  Use the resource locator to find VA and community 

resources in your area. 

~  Watch videos about finding support in tough times. 

~  Help your fellow Veterans by spreading the word 

about the Veterans Crisis Line. 

~  Access confidential Homeless Veterans Chat and see 

resources for homeless Veterans. 

Network of Support 

The Veterans Crisis Line staff can connect you with VA 

services to help get your life back on track. Calls can be 

referred to local Suicide Prevention Coordinators and 

other VA providers who specialize in issues such as: 

 ~  Post-traumatic stress (PTS/PTSD) 

 ~  Traumatic brain injury (TBI) 

 ~  Military sexual trauma (MST) 

 ~  Family and relationship issues 

 ~  Issues related to OEF/OIF/OND 

 deployments 

For more information about VA’s mental health 

resources, visit www.mentalhealth.va.gov. 

 

 

http://www.veteranscrisisline.net/TextTermsOfService.aspx
http://www.veteranscrisisline.net/TextTermsOfService.aspx
http://www.veteranscrisisline.net/ChatTermsOfService.aspx
http://www.veteranscrisisline.net/Resources/Default.aspx
http://www.veteranscrisisline.net/Resources/Default.aspx
http://www.veteranscrisisline.net/SignsOfCrisis/Default.aspx
http://www.veteranscrisisline.net/SignsOfCrisis/SelfCheckQuiz.aspx
http://www.veteranscrisisline.net/GetHelp/ResourceLocator.aspx
http://www.veteranscrisisline.net/Resources/Videos.aspx
http://www.veteranscrisisline.net/Resources/SpreadTheWord.aspx
http://www.veteranscrisisline.net/ChatTermsOfService.aspx?account=Homeless%20Veterans%20Chat
http://www.veteranscrisisline.net/Resources/HomelessResources.aspx
http://www.mentalhealth.va.gov/
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